01/18/2005 TUE 16:17 FAX 650 474 8401 GLENN PATENT GROUP 



8008/010 



Amendment to tfr e Claims 

We Claim 



10 



15 



Currently amended) A memod for . 

a rules server, wherein said rules server comprises a rulebase. wherem 

rulebase comprises one or more mles; 

associating at least one rule of said one or more mles with a start tune and an 

time; 

receiving a transaction request for a transaction; 

Tte^Sng a transaction time for said paction reques t tor*** Really 

Austin* uijum ntinn tin- * ^ ^ " f ™* trnn.ar.rion request; and 

^^^^Fo^more effective .Ues^^^u^-t from said 
at least on^Tot said one or more rules associated with said start tune and start end ^ 
™Ld transaetion time for - — ^ ^ ~ 

rUleS; wherein said rmebase is confi^^ 
> 0 wnH if said one or more effective rules changes before _d transact * 

complete, then a most recent set of effective rules is used by said rule serve, 

2 (original) The methodof claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

processing said transaction request with said set of one or more effechve rules. 

25 , (original) The method of claim 1, wherein said step of detemnning a transaction tone 
Lsaid^^ 

4 (original) The method of claim 1. wherein said step of detaining *- 
30 t said traction .quest i. performed repeatedly ftor a speeded length of time. 

5 (original) The method of claim 1, wherein said rulebase contains one or more rules 
that are not in said set of one or more effective rules. 

35 6 (original) The method of claim 1, wherein said start time and said end time is 
specified by an administrator through a graphical user interface. 
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7. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein said transaction time is determined by an 
administrator. 

8. (currently amended) A computer-readable medium having thereon instructions for 
5 performing a process for processing transactions, said process comprising: 

operating a rules server, wherein said rules server comprises a rulebase, wherein said 
rulebase comprises one or more rules; 

associating at least one rule of said one or more rules with a start time and an end 

time; 

10 . receiving a transaction request for a transaction; 

determining a transaction time for said transaction reques t , includina automatically 
^pct ^ aa iH transactio n tima to reflect a local time of said transact^ request ; and 

determining a set of one or more effective rules fox said transaction request from said 
at least one rule of said one or more rules associated with said start time and start end time, 
15 wherein said transaction time for said transaction request is after said start time associated 
with each of said set of one or more effective rules, and said transaction time for said 
transaction request is before said end time associated with each of said one or more effective 

rules; . , , 

wherein said rulebase is configured to comprise one or more versions of a rule; and 
wherein if said one or more effective rules changes before said transaction is 
complete, then a most recent set of effective rules is used by said rule server. 

9. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 8, further comprises that step of: 
processing said transaction request with said set of one or more effective rules. 

25 10 (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 8, wherein said step of 
determining a transaction time for said transaction request is performed once each time said 
transaction request is received. 

30 11 (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 8, wherein said step of 
deterrnininga transaction time for said transaction request is performed repeatedly after a 
specified length of time. 

12. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 8, wherein said rulebase contains 
35 0 ne or more rules mat are not in said set of one or more effective rules. 

13. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 8, wherein said start time and said 
end time is specified by an administrator through a graphical user interface. 
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14. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 8, wherein said transaction time is 
determined by an administrator. 
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